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find out whether or not there is a GE 
ingredient or having to give up their 
privacy and go to a Web site sponsored 
by the company that made the food. 
That is not information that allows the 
consumer to make a choice. 

What if a consumer had to go to a 
phone company operating overseas to 
find out—I don’t know—the calories 
that are in the food or the vitamins 
that are in the food? That would be ri-
diculous. It is absurd. It is a sham and 
a scam. It is a theft of individual free-
doms in this country. And shouldn’t we 
all in the Senate be standing up for 
freedom for American citizens who, by 
the way, when asked in a nationwide 
poll, 9 to 1 say they want this informa-
tion on the package; 9 to 1 say that. 
Here we are in this deeply divided 
country where we have this huge spec-
trum of ideologies that we are seeing in 
the Presidential campaign. Yet, on this 
issue, Independents, Republicans, and 
Democrats, 9 to 1—I am rounding off 
slightly, but very close—9 to 1 in all 
three categories say they want this in-
formation on the package, and 7 out of 
10 said they feel very strongly about 
this. So that is the desire of the Amer-
ican people. That is the ‘‘We the Peo-
ple’’ that is in our Constitution that we 
are pledged to support. 

Here we have a bill on the floor that 
is designed in the dark of night while 
people are paying attention to Presi-
dential primaries, the press is paying 
attention to that, and in the dark of 
night they are trying to take away 
that freedom. Isn’t that just com-
pletely wrong? 

Mr. TESTER. Well, absolutely. The 
Senator from Oregon hit the nail on 
the head. We need to defeat cloture. We 
need to defeat this bill. If we want to 
take up a labeling bill, we ought to 
take up the Merkley bill and pass it. 
That would empower consumers. It 
would give them freedom. It would live 
up to what our forefathers had in mind 
for this country. Instead, in my opin-
ion, they are doing exactly the oppo-
site. 

This is a bad piece of legislation. The 
Senator is right. The polls do show 
that across the parties, we are all 
Americans on this one, 9 to 1. We have 
to listen. 

If folks are having a hard time hear-
ing what people are saying, they should 
just read their emails. Hear what the 
folks out in front of our offices are say-
ing, because folks are talking and we 
need to listen. Read the editorial 
pages. Folks are not asking for any-
thing out of the ordinary. They just 
want to know so they can make deci-
sions. 

So I hope this body will defeat this 
bill, put it to bed, and then we can talk 
about a labeling bill that makes sense 
for this country. 

Mr. MERKLEY. I thank so much my 
colleague from Montana for being such 
a clear and powerful voice on this issue 
of freedom, of American consumers’ 
rights, of States’ rights, and for his 
solid opposition to this Monsanto 

DARK Act—Deny Americans the Right 
to Know—2.0. Thank you. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. LEE). 

The Senator from Arkansas. 
f 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURE DAY 

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, I grew 
up on a cattle farm in Dardanelle, 
where I started helping my dad around 
the farm when I was just a little boy. 
In fact, I was kicking hay bales off the 
truck when I was barely bigger than 
those hay bales. Growing up, most peo-
ple I knew had some connection to 
farming, and I am proud to say that in 
Arkansas, that is still mostly the case 
today. 

In honor of National Agricultural 
Day, I wish to say a few words about 
Arkansas’ agriculture and what it 
means to our State. 

Agriculture is Arkansas’ largest in-
dustry. It accounts for over $20 billion 
in value added to our State economy 
each year and contributes to thousands 
and thousands of jobs. Arkansas is a 
top 25 producer in 23 different agricul-
tural commodities, and we rank first in 
the Nation in rice production, pro-
ducing close to 50 percent of the rice in 
the United States. 

It doesn’t end there. We are also a 
major exporter of crops like soybeans, 
cotton, poultry, and feed grains. Our 
catfish and timber industries are boom-
ing and our cattle inventory exceeds 1.7 
million head. Our agriculture industry 
is also expanding by the day. We have 
recently become a big player in the 
peanut industry. 

For Arkansas, agriculture is more 
than just a business; it is a passion and 
a way of life. We have nearly 50,000 
farms in Arkansas, and 97 percent of 
them are owned by families. Neigh-
borly chats in Arkansas often tend to 
focus on planting seasons and beef 
prices. And in towns like Dardanelle, 
kids don’t have to worry about farm 
chores keeping them from playing with 
their friends on a Saturday because 
those friends are likely busy helping on 
their farms too. 

Agriculture is who we are. I have cer-
tainly taken the lessons I learned 
growing up on a farm with me into the 
Army, the Congress, and now father-
hood. 

So, today, and every day, let’s re-
member Arkansas’ and America’s farm-
ers and ranchers. Happy National Agri-
culture Day. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I may speak in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Washington is recognized. 

f 

FILLING THE SUPREME COURT 
VACANCY AND WOMEN’S HEALTH 
CARE 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I come 
to the floor once again with a simple 
message for Senate Republican leaders: 
Do your job and let me do mine. 

When President Obama sends us a 
nominee to fill this vacancy on the Su-
preme Court, Republican leaders need 
to stop playing politics, stop pandering 
to the tea party, and fulfill their re-
sponsibility to their constituents, their 
country, and the Constitution. That is 
what people across the country are de-
manding. 

But the hearing Republicans on the 
Judiciary Committee held this morn-
ing makes it clear they are not getting 
the message, because while the Repub-
licans on that committee say they 
won’t take up their time to do their 
most important actual job, they were 
happy to spend their time this morning 
on their favorite hobby—doing every-
thing they can to turn back the clock 
on women’s health care. While they say 
they won’t even hold a hearing on a 
Supreme Court nominee to fulfill their 
constitutional responsibilities, they 
were eager to hold the hearing this 
morning to attack women’s constitu-
tional rights. 

Mr. President, I wish I were surprised 
by this, but, unfortunately, this is just 
the latest example of Republican lead-
ers playing political games with the 
rights of women across the country and 
pandering to their extreme tea party 
base. 

Republicans love to say they want to 
keep government out of people’s lives, 
unless of course we are talking about 
women’s health care and their choices. 
They love to talk about the Constitu-
tion, unless we are talking about a 
woman’s constitutional right to make 
decisions about her own body or the 
part that lays out the Senate’s respon-
sibility when it comes to filling Su-
preme Court vacancies. 

But people across the country are 
sick of the partisanship, sick of the 
gridlock, and sick of the games. They 
want Republicans to do their jobs, and 
they are not buying their excuses for 
inaction. 

For the last few weeks, Republican 
leaders have been desperately trying to 
convince people that there is a prece-
dent for their extreme obstruction in 
this election year. Well, first of all, 
their arguments have run up against 
the facts. They simply are not true. 
The Democratic Senate confirmed 
President Reagan’s Supreme Court 
nominee in his last year in office. And 
that is just one example of many. 

But in case the facts weren’t enough, 
last week the Republicans’ message fa-
cade began to crumble, and the truth 
began to come out. First, one Repub-
lican leader warned that any potential 
nominee should be aware that he or she 
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